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TODAY (Friday 8 May) marks 75 years since VE Day, as Britain remembers the end of World War Two in Europe.

Read an interview about VE Day with America’s Ambassador to Britain, Robert  ‘Woody’ Johnson, on page 18

Plans for street parti es, parades 
and concerts have been put on hold 
because of the coronavirus, but don’t 
worry, as it’s sti ll possible to celebrate
in lockdown.

What is VE Day?
VE Day – Victory in Europe Day – on 

8 May 1945 was the day the Allied 
forces announced the surrender of 

Germany, which ended the Second 
World War in Europe. The big four 
Allied powers were Britain, the USA, 
France and the Soviet Union (Russia).

Celebrati ons began straight away 
throughout Britain, with more than 
one million people partying in the 
streets. King George VI appeared on 
the Buckingham Palace balcony with 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill. 
Princess Elizabeth (now our Queen), 

her mum Queen Elizabeth and her 
sister Princess Margaret joined them.

VE Day is recognised every year 
with street parti es and community 
gatherings, and commemorates the 
millions of civilians and millions in 
the armed forces who lost their 
lives in batt le.

In 2015, you might remember 
the 70th anniversary of VE Day 
was marked with three days of 

celebrati ons. The Queen joined 1,000 
veterans and their families in a service 
of thanksgiving at Westminster Abbey.

Lockdown means things are 
diff erent today. The Queen will
deliver a special television
message from Windsor Castle at
9pm – at the moment that her father, 
King George VI, gave a radio address 
back in 1945.
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