
To use articles effectively 
 

An article is a word that goes before a noun.  the an and a are all articles. 
 

1. Sort all the letters of the alphabet into vowels and consonants. 
 

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z 
 

vowels consonants 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Sort the following words into the correct boxes.  Remember, if a 

noun begins with a vowel sound we use an.  If it begins with a 
consonant sound we use a.   

 
orange       hedgehog       frying pan       volcano       chariot       apple       
electrician       poster       yoghurt       igloo       eye       frog       emperor       
umbrella       shield       bath       octopus       iguana       eruption       peach        

 

a an 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

To spell homophones 
 
Choose the correct homophones to complete the sentences below. 

Next step 
Practise using the following homophones in sentences 
of your own. 
 

their       there       they’re 



Spellings Week 1 – 20.4.20-24.4.20 
Words ending in the /g/ sound spelt ‘gue’. 
Words ending in the /k/ sound spelt ‘que’. 
 

Look, say and 
cover. 

Write and check 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

league      

plague      

rogue      

vague      

fatigue      

unique      

antique      

mosque      

cheque      

technique      

Next steps 
Define the words and 
discuss the spelling 

pattern. 

Use the words in a 
sentence. 

Bingo! 
Choose 6 words.  Ask a 
grown up to read out 
the definition or the 
word in a sentence. 
How quickly can you 
mark off all 6 words 
and shout “BINGO!”? 

Dictation. 
Ask a grown up to read 
some sentences using 
some of our spelling 

words.  Write down the 
sentences.  Spell and 

punctuate the sentences 
correctly. 

Spelling test. 
 

Good luck! 



Journey to the Centre of the Earth 
 

Chapter Summary 
 

Chapter 1: A mystery to be solved 
Professor Liedenbrock bursts into the dining room asking his nephew Axel to go to the 
study to look at a book.  A piece of parchment falls out of the ancient book.  He 
discovers it is from a brilliant sixteenth century explorer called Arne Saknussemm but the 
Professor cannot decode the secret message.  
  
Chapter 2: A terrifying secret  
That afternoon, Axel accidentally decodes the parchment by holding it up to the window 
and reading it backwards.  The message said to go down Snaefells Yocul volcano in 
Iceland to reach the centre of the earth.  As soon as the Professor discovers 
Saknussemm’s message, he demands they go to Iceland and try to find the centre of the 
earth.  Axel doesn’t want to go but eventually he agrees.  
 
Chapter 3: Into the earth 
The Professor finds a guide called Hans to help them on their journey but he speaks a 
different language to the Professor and Axel.  They climb the volcano, sleep in the snow 
at the top then make their way down the crater and into the volcano.  At the bottom 
they find three tunnels.  One of the tunnels has A.S carved into it so they follow that 
path.  They spend days trekking through the narrow passageways under the earth and 
soon run out of food and water.  Luckily, after many more days, Hans finds a spring 
and the three men drink the inky, boiling hot water.  
 
Chapter 4: Lost 
The next day, Axel, Hans and the Professor feel refreshed and continue their adventure.  
Soon, Axel wanders away from the others and is lost.  He breaks his lantern and 
becomes panicked in the darkness.  He bumps is head and collapses.  Eventually he 
wakes and fears he will die alone when he hears his Uncle’s voice.  Following his Uncle’s 
voice, Axel staggers through the tunnels but falls and strikes his head on a rock again. 
 
Chapter 5: The sea 
When Axel next wakes, he is in a cave on a beach.  His uncle explains that there is a 
huge sea under the earth and Hans is building a raft so they can cross it.  They set sail 
the next day but soon run into danger.  After lowering a pickaxe into the sea, it comes 
back with bite marks on it.  Suddenly, two enormous creatures leap out of the water.  
An Ichthyosaurus and a Plesiosaurus.  The men discover that dinosaurs are still alive 
deep under the earth!  The two creatures fight.  The Plesiosaurus is killed and the 
Ichthyosaurus swims away.   

 



Journey to the Centre of the Earth 
 

Chapter 6 
The Storm 

 
 The clouds were dark; the sea was calm.  The sky felt heavy with electricity.  My hair stood on end.  
You could almost smell the storm coming.   
 
 “Seems as if we might be in for some bad weather.” I said. 
 
 My uncle didn’t reply, and scowled as he looked out to sea.  It was three weeks since we’d set sail.  
There was no land in sight. 
 
 “Let’s take down the sail and lower the mast in case we’re hit by lightning.” 
 
 “No, a hundred times no!” my uncle declared.  “If there’s a storm, it can take us on.  I don’t care if 
the raft is smashed to smithereens, as long as we get to the far shore.”  
 
 As he spoke, the storm hit us.  The sail stretched out like a bubble about to burst, and the raft 
started to hurtle across the sea at an incredible speed. 
 
 “The sail!  We need to take down the sail!” I shouted.   
 
 “NO!” my uncle yelled back – and we raced across the sea like madmen. 
 
 Streaks of lightning crashed down around us, thunder pelted onto the deck.  The sea seemed as if it 
was alight.  Each wave was a fire-breathing beast.  I held as tight as I could to the mast, which bent like a 
reed in the storm.  All that night, and all the following day, the boat raced onwards.  On the second day of 
the storm, there was terrible cracking sound, and the sail was carried off by the wind, flying high into the 
sky. 
 
 The next moment, a ball of fire appeared on the edge of the raft.  It was half white, half electric 
blue, and it rolled up to me landing about an inch away from my feet.  Everything on the deck became 
white hot.  The ball burst – all I could see was flames – then everything went out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Find an example from the first paragraph where the author is showing you (not 
telling you) there is a storm coming.  

2. Find a sentence written in the 2nd person.  
3. Find three fronted adverbials. 
4. Find three synonyms for said.  
5. Find a simile. 
6. Find three prepositions. 
7. Find three words you are unfamiliar with.  Predict what they could mean then use a 

dictionary/online dictionary to define them.  
8. Make a prediction.  What do you think will happen next to Axel, Professor 

Liedenbrock and Hans?  Will they survive the storm? 

 
 



 


