
Journey to the Centre of the Earth 
 

Chapter 9 
Crushed 

 
 “Axel,” my uncle said, “we may die at any moment.  But we may also be saved.  We 
should be ready to seize any advantage.  Let’s eat to build our strength.” 
 
 “Ah…”  I said.  “I’m sort, uncle, but – “ 
 
 “What?  Has something happened?” 
 
 “This is all we have left.”  I said.  “A few biscuits…and one piece of dried meat for the 
three of us.” 
 
 My uncle looked at me blankly and didn’t say a word. 
 
 “Well,” I said.  “Do you still think we might be saved?” 
 
 He did not reply. 
 
 An hour passed.  I was desperately hungry, so was Hans, and so was my uncle.  No 
one dared eat the pathetic remains of the food.  We were still climbing fast.  The 
temperature was rising fast too.  Sweat poured off my face and my clothes were soaked 
through.   
 
 “We must eat the last of the food.” My uncle said finally.  “Alright, this meal will be 
our last but at least, instead of being exhausted, we will be men again!” 
 
 My uncle took the piece of meat and the few biscuits and divided them equally into 
three.  He handed them out and we ate in silence.   
 

We had eaten our last meal.  It was five in the morning.  Afterwards, we were all lost 
in our own thoughts.     

 
 “We’re climbing, still climbing.” My uncle “But where?  Who knows…” 
 
 He had been looking closely at the walls of the shaft for an hour.  Meanwhile, 

it was still getting hotter.  We had all taken off our jackets and waistcoats.  The heat was 
almost too much to bear. 

 
When I looked at the compass, it had gone crazy.  The needle swung wildly. 
 
“Uncle, we’ve had it!” 



 “I think, my boy,” my uncle replied, “you are mistaken.  I’m hoping for something to 
save us…an eruption.” 
 
 “An eruption?” 
 
 “I believe we are in the vent of a volcano.  It’s the 
best thing that could have happened to us.” 
 
 “What?  Being in the middle of an eruption with 
lava and boiling water beneath us, about to be spat out 
into the air in a whirlwind of flame, with rock and showers of ash – and that’s the best 
thing that could happen to us?!” 
 
 “Yes,” said my uncle.  “For it’s the only chance we have of returning to the surface of 
the Earth.”  
 
 My uncle was right.  He had never seemed more fearless.  The noise and the heat 
became greater and greater.  Wild, glowing lights shone in the walls of the chimney.  As we 
rushed upwards, flames licked and crackled on the walls. 
 
 “Sulphur flames!” I shouted. 

 
 “Oh yes,” my uncle said calmly.  “Nothing could be more 
normal during an eruption.” 
 
 Underneath us, the raft was floating on a stream of lava.  
The heat was unbearable.  Gradually my mind stopped working 
altogether.  I have no clear memory of what happened during 
the next few hours. 
 
 I remember endless blasts of heat.  Our raft rose and fell on 
waves of lava.  My last thought was of a circus performer 
fastened to the mouth of a cannon, at the moment when the 
shot goes off and sends him flying into the air. 
  

 
 
 
 

Only one more chapter to go… 
 
 
 
 
 



Task 1 
To infer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 2 
To influence with BOYS sentences 
 

, but , or , yet , so 
 
Use the conjunctions above to create some BOYS sentences about this chapter.   
 
For example, 
 
Axel discovered the food had gone, but he did not tell his uncle. 
 
The raft was rising quickly, so the three men clung on as tightly as they could. 
 
Don’t forget capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.  Remember there is always a comma before a 
BOYS conjunction. 
 

 Miss Taylor says, “On the first page, Professor Liedenbrock 
seems confused when Axel tells him they have no food.” 
 

Find two pieces of evidence to support Miss Taylor’s statement. 

 Mr Wilson says, “At the end of the first page, Axel thinks 
they are going to die.” 
 

Find one piece of evidence to support Mr Wilson’s statement. 

 
Miss Taylor says, “On the second page, Axel is frightened but 
Professor Liedenbrock doesn’t seem to be worried at all.” 
 

Do you agree or disagree with Miss Taylor?  Use the text to help explain you answer. 

 Mr Wilson says, “At the end of this chapter, the heat is 
making Axel feel unwell.” 
 

Find two pieces of evidence to support Mr Wilson’s statement. 



Task 3 
To use prepositions effectively  
 
Retell some of the events in this chapter using prepositions.  Below are some examples of some 
prepositions.  Prepositions can be used anywhere in a sentence including at the beginning as a fronted 
adverbial. 
 

before       after       in       out       on       off       above     below      behind 
 

through       beside       next to       in the distance       in front of       under/underneath 
 
 
For example, 
 
Professor Liedenbrock sat next to Axel on the tiny, handmade raft  
 
Underneath the men, the raft was floating on a stream of lava.   

 
 
 

Task 4 
To predict 
 
Axel and Professor Liedenbrock’s adventure is almost at an end.  What do you think will happen in the 
final chapter of the book?  Below is a sneak peek.  Use the text below and what has happened so far 
in the book to help you make a prediction. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

My uncle, who was proud of knowing many 
languages, tried his best French. 
 
 “Quelle est cette île, mon enfant?”   

 
 Silence. 
 
 “Maybe Italian…” said my uncle. 



Year 3 Spellings Week 5 – 18.5.20-22.5.20 
Words with a short /u/ sound spelt with ‘ou’  
 

Look, say and 
cover. 

Write and check 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

enough      

young      

touch      

double      

country      

courage      

rough      

tough      

cousin      

trouble      

Next steps 
Define the words and 
discuss the spelling 

pattern. 

Use the words in a 
sentence. 

Bingo! 
Choose 6 words.  Ask a 
grown up to read out 
the definition or the 
word in a sentence. 
How quickly can you 
mark off all 6 words 
and shout “BINGO!”? 

Dictation. 
Ask a grown up to read 
some sentences using 
some of our spelling 

words.  Write down the 
sentences.  Spell and 

punctuate the sentences 
correctly. 

Spelling test. 
 

Good luck! 



 


