
Week beginning: 1/6/2020 

Year 4 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar: 
Sequencing paragraphs 

In this step, you will learn to sequence paragraphs into a logical order. You will discover that in some 
instances, the order of the paragraphs can change and still make sense. The use of fronted adverbials can 
be useful in determining the sequence of paragraphs. For example: Firstly, secondly, next, finally. 

 

Fronted adverbial: are words or phrases at the beginning of a sentence which are used to describe the 
action that follows. (E.g. Curiously, Miss Shaw peered around the corner.) 
 

1) Match the fronted adverbials to the sentences to show how you would order them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Use the fronted adverbials in the boxes below to correctly sequence the sentences.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

3) Write your own story using different fronted adverbials to start each sentence.  

 

 

 

Secondly,  

Finally,  

Firstly,  

Then,  

Ann put on her swimming costume.  

she dived into the pool.  

she swam for 30 minutes.  

she climbed out of the pool.  

Billy woke up at 8:00am.  

he browsed through his wardrobe until he found his favourite top. 

he wondered downstairs and into the kitchen.  

he grabbed a delicious banana and sat at the kitchen table to eat.   

he realised he was late for school.  

Yesterday,  First,  Next, Excitedly, Suddenly, 

he grabbed his school bag and ran out of the house.   

Almost immediately,  

he arrived at school on time.    

To his delight,   



 

4) Read the story below.  

Confidently, Pog steered his spacecraft towards the forest. After finding the strange blue 
and green planet on his journey around the universe, he couldn’t wait to explore. 
 
Carefully, he landed his craft and opened the door. Slowly, he made his way down the 
ladders, looking all around him, he couldn’t believe his eyes. It was nothing like his home 
planet of Klimzung. 
 
After, he looked down at the flowers and picked off some petals. Bringing them up to his 
face, he sniffed and pollen shot up his nose. He sneezed loudly and a flock of birds suddenly 
flew out of their nests and away into the bright sky. 
 
Next, he looked up at the trees and admired the green leaves. He had never seen anything 
like this in his life. He hoped he could bring his family here some day. 
 
Suddenly, he heard a loud noise behind him. Then, he heard voices speaking a strange 
language. His body froze.  

 

4a) Circle all of the fronted adverbials in the text. (There are 7 of them!)  
 

 
4b) Write the next paragraph to continue the story. Use the fronted adverbial ‘just then’ to start 
your paragraph. (Don’t forget to use a comma!)  
 

 
4c) If you swapped paragraph 3 and 4, does the story still make sense? Explain your answer.  
 

 
4d) Look at what Lila says below. Is she correct? Explain your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4) Read the story below.  

 
Jess had never been so excited. After working on her project for three months, she had won 
the first prize in the art competition. The trip to the Kenyan safari was hers. Unfortunately, 
there was only one catch. She would have to go tonight.  
 
Firstly, she called her best friend Lily to tell her the good news. She had known all along 
that if she won, Lily was the only person she would want to invite. Screaming with joy, Lily 
happily agreed to go. 
 
Frantically, Jess fetched her suitcase and began to pack. As fast as she could, she put as 
many clothes and shoes inside and sat on top of the overflowing case while she zipped it 
up.  
 
Once she was done, Jess made some toast and sat down at the kitchen table. She thought 
about the trip ahead and smiled to herself. She couldn’t wait to see the lions, elephants and 
giraffes in their homeland.  
 
Next, she called for a taxi to take her to the airport. Carefully, she put her phone, charger, 
purse and passport away in her bag and looked around the house to make sure she hadn’t 
forgotten anything. 
 
Finally, she was ready to leave. As the taxi arrived, she grabbed her things and headed out 
the door. She was ready for the adventure of a lifetime. 

 

5a) Circle all of the fronted adverbials in the text. (There are 10 of them!)  
 

 
5b) If you swapped paragraph 3 and 4, does the story still make sense? Explain your answer. 

 

5c) Where could the paragraph below be placed in the text?  

Then, she washed her plate and tidied the kitchen. She rang her dad and he 
 whooped loudly when he heard the news. He told her how proud he was of her and 
she beamed with joy. 

 

5d) Write the next paragraph to continue the story. Use the fronted adverbial ‘nervously’ to start your 
paragraph. (Don’t forget to use a comma!) 


