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KS1 English activities 1.2.21 

Bears (non-fiction)  

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/  
You can find more information about some of the bears here. 

There are two versions of our Bears factsheet. The first one has 
slightly easier vocabulary and there is less to read. Please choose the most appropriate one for 
your child to use for the week. 

Make sure that you have permission from a grown up before going online. 

Monday 
1.2.21 

LO: To retrieve and summarise 
Read through the factsheet all about bears (you might want to do this with a 
grown-up). Don’t forget to check the tricky words in the glossary. Complete the 
reading activities on page 6 or 7. Please choose the most appropriate activity for 
your child. For your next step activity, you need to fix my work. Which answers 
are correct? If my answer is wrong, you need to write the correct answer. 

Tuesday 
2.2.21 

LO: To deconstruct a factsheet 
Read through the bear factsheet again. We found the features of a factsheet last 
week: main heading, subheadings, pictures and facts. Complete the activity on 
page 8 or 9 (depending on which factsheet you have read). Can you find an 
example of each of these features? Tick to show the other skills I have used. 

Wednesday 
3.2.21 

LO: To shape a rhetorical question 
Did you know that rhetorical questions can make people more interested in your 
writing? Rhetorical questions are questions that we don’t really expect an answer 
to. They give information to the reader or talk to the reader to get them 
interested in your writing. They often start with Did you know…, Would you 
like…, Have you…. By using the word you, it speaks to the person reading. 
Complete the activity on page 10. 

Thursday 
4.2.21 

LO: To research bears 
What else would you like to find out about bears? Is there a particular bear that 
you would like to find out more about? Write 3 questions you would like to 
ask. Now it is time to get researching. If you have lots of books at home, have a 
look to see if you can find one that might be useful. If not, use the internet. 
Remember to ask a grown up before going online. Record your questions and 
research on page 11.  

Friday 
5.2.21 

LO: To compose, edit and review a factsheet on bears 
Now it’s your turn to create your own factsheet about bears. Choose 4 or 5 
different things that you would like to write about. Use the grid on page 12 or 
use some of your own plain/coloured paper. Use the checklists on page 13 and 
14 to make sure that you have used lots of features and skills. When you have 
finished, edit and review your work using the checklists. Have fun!  

  

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/
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Do you think you know all about bears? 
There are eight species of bear that roam 
the world today. Let’s meet the bears. 

Black Bears and Brown 
Bears 
These two 
species can 
be found in 
North 
America. 
Some people can look 
out of their windows and 
see a black bear in their 
garden.  

Polar bears 
These snowy white 
bears live in the 
freezing Arctic. They 
are the biggest bears in 
the 
world.  

Asiatic Black Bear 
The Asiatic 
black bear is 
also called a 
moon bear. 
They have a 
marking on 
their chest that looks like a 
crescent moon.  

Giant Panda 
The giant 
panda lives 
in China. 
They munch 
on bamboo all day.  How big are bears? 

Some bears are much 
heavier than humans. 
Polar bears weigh up to 
800 kilograms.  

Sun Bears 
These are the smallest 
species of bear. They 
grow no heavier than a 
large dog. 

Andean Bears 
They have 
rings of white 
or golden fur 
around their 
eyes. They’re 
the only 
bears native to South 
America.  

Sloth Bears 
Sloth bears 
have shaggy 
black hair. 
They mainly 
live in India.  
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Baby bears 
When baby 
bears are 
born, mother 
bears have a 
big job. 
Newborn bears are helpless and 
tiny.  
 

Super sleepers  
When winter is coming, black bears 
and brown bears find a den and go 
into a sleeplike state for the winter. 
They have a 
long nap! This 
is called 
hibernating. 

What do bears eat? 
Many types of bears 
eat anything they can 
find. All bears are 
carnivores but pandas 
and Andean bears 
prefer to mainly eat 
plants.  

 

Glossary 

species A group of closely related plants, animals or other living things. 

native A living thing born in a specified place. 

carnivore An animal that eats mostly meat. 

mammal An animal that produces milk to feed its young. Mammals usually have hair or fur 
covering their skin. 

hibernate To spend winter in a sleeplike state. This saves energy while there is little food 
available. 
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Do you think you know all about bears? You might 
have a teddy bear or two. You might have seen 
bears on TV, in a book or at a zoo.  
There are eight species of bear that roam the world 
today. They can be found on four continents. But 

each species looks and acts a little different from the others. Let’s 
meet the bears. 

Black Bears and Brown Bears 
These two species can be 
found in North America. 
Some people can look out of 
their windows and see a 
black bear in their garden. 
Brown bears are the most 
common species. As well as 
North America, they can also 
be found in Asia and Europe.  

Polar bears 
These snowy white bears live in 
the freezing 
Arctic. They 
are the 
biggest bears 
in the world.  

Asiatic Black Bear 
The Asiatic black 
bears are also 
called moon 
bears. They have 
a marking on 
their chest that 
looks like a 
crescent moon.  

Giant Panda 
The giant panda lives in 
China. 
They 
munch on 
bamboo 
all day.  

Sun Bears 
These are the smallest species 
of bear. They grow no heavier 
than a large dog. They live in 
the 
tropical 
forests of 
Southeast 
Asia.  

Andean Bears 
They have rings 
of white or 
golden fur 
around their 
eyes. That’s 
why they’re 
sometimes 
called spectacled bears. They’re 
the only bears native to South 
America.  

Sloth Bears 
Sloth bears have shaggy 
black hair. They look 
like they just rolled out 
of bed! 
They 
mainly 
live in 
India.  

How big are bears? 
Some bears are much heavier 
than humans. Polar bears 
weigh up to 800 kilograms. 
Sun bears are tiny in 
comparison. 
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Baby bears 
When baby bears are born, mother 
bears have a big job. Newborn 
bears are helpless and tiny. They 
are blind and have almost no hair. 
Bears are 
mammals 
so cubs 
drink milk 
from their 
mothers. 

Super sleepers  

When winter is coming, the 
temperature drops and food 
gets harder to find. Black bears 
and brown bears find a den 
and go into a sleeplike state for 
the winter. 
They have 
a long 
nap! This 
is called 
hibernating. 

What do bears eat? 
Many types of bears eat anything 
they can find. Brown bears, black 
bears and moon bears are 
omnivores. They eat grass, insects, 
fish, berries and rubbish. Polar bears 
live in an icy environment where few 
plants grow. They mainly eat meat 
such as seals and walruses. 
All bears are carnivores but pandas and Andean 
bears prefer to mainly eat plants.  

 

Glossary 

species A group of closely related plants, animals or other living things. 

common Can be found in large numbers. 

native A living thing born in a specified place. 

omnivore An animal that eats both plants and animals. 

carnivore An animal that eats mostly meat. 

mammal An animal that produces milk to feed its young. Mammals usually have hair or fur 
covering their skin. 

hibernate To spend winter in a sleeplike state. This saves energy while there is little food 
available. 
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Monday: Reading activity – To retrieve and summarise (Y1) 

Read each statement and tick to say if it’s true or false:  

  true  false  
There are six species of bear.     
Polar bears live in the Arctic.     
All bears are smaller than humans.     
New-born bears are helpless.     
Bears are herbivores.     
  
 

Summarise 1 thing that you have learned about bears: 

1. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Next step: Mrs Lambert has got into a muddle! Can you mark my work? 
 or x Your answer 
What do bears do in winter? 

  
Hunt for food 

 
 

Challenge: What type of bear is Paddington? How do you know? 

Paddington is _______________________________ because ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Draw a picture of your favourite bear. Think about what it looks like using 
information on the factsheet. 
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Monday: Reading activity – To retrieve and summarise (Y2) 

Read each statement and tick to say if it’s true or false:  

  true  false  
There are six species of bear.     
Polar bears live in the Arctic.     
All bears are smaller than humans.     
New-born bears are helpless.     
Bears are herbivores.     
  

Find and highlight the words:  

The Asiatic black bear is also called a moon bear. They have a 
marking on their chest that looks like a crescent moon. 

Andean bears have rings of white or golden fur around their 
eyes. They’re the only bears native to South America. 

marking 

crescent 

golden 

native 

 

Summarise 2 things that you have learned about bears: 

2. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Next step: Mrs Lambert has got into a muddle! Can you mark my work? 
 or x Your answer 
What is the smallest species of bear? 

  
The sloth bear 
How heavy can polar bears weigh? 

  
800 kilograms 
What do bears do in winter? 

  
Hunt for food 

 

Challenge: What type of bear is Paddington? How do you know? 

Paddington is _______________________________ because ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday: To deconstruct a factsheet (1) 
Can you find an example of each feature in the factsheet? Tick to show what skills have been used and give an example. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Next step: How many noun phrases 
can you find? Make a list of them.  
 
Remember, noun phrases describe 
things: 
adjective + noun 
adjective + adjective + noun 

Features   An example from the text  

Main heading   

Subheadings    

pictures (how 
many did you 

find?) 
  

facts    

 

Skill An example from the text  
noun phrase/ 
adjective 

 

and    but    so  

because  when  

question  
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Tuesday: To deconstruct a factsheet (2) 
Can you find an example of each feature in the factsheet? Tick to show what skills have been used and give an example. 

 
 

 

Features   An example from the text  

Main heading   

Subheadings    

pictures (how 
many did you 

find?) 
  

facts    

 

Skill An example from the text  
noun phrase/ 
adjective 

 

and    but    so  

because  when  

question  

 

Next step: How many noun phrases 
can you find? Make a list of them.  
 
Remember, noun phrases describe 
things: 
adjective + noun 
adjective + adjective + noun 
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Wednesday: To shape a rhetorical question 

Choose a rhetorical question starter to join with a fact about bears. You may need 
to add or change some words. Write your new rhetorical question about bears 
below. 

Example: 

Have you ever + Polar bears live in the freezing Arctic. 
= Have you ever seen a polar bear in the freezing Arctic? 

Did you know 
Would you like 
Have you ever 

Bears eat anything they can find. 
When baby bears are born, mother bears have a big job. 
Bears hibernate. 
Sloth bears have shaggy black hair. 
Giant pandas munch on bamboo all day. 
People see black bears in their garden. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Next step: Choose some of your own bear facts to turn into rhetorical questions  
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Thursday: To research bears 

What else would you like to find out about bears? You might 
want to just find out more about one species of bear. Choose 3 
questions, get researching and record what you have found out.  

Question 1: ________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
What I have found out: ______________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 2: ________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
What I have found out: ______________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 3: ________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
What I have found out: ______________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Friday: To compose a factsheet on bears 
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Friday: To edit and review 

Tick to show that you have done it. If you have any crosses (be honest) these are 
things that you could add to your writing. Don’t forget to check for spelling too. 

Success Criteria 
Bears factsheet  

 

I think  
My 

grown 
up thinks 

I can use capital letters      

I can use full stops      

I can use finger spaces      

I can use a main heading (Bears)     

I can use subheadings   

I can use pictures     

I can use facts     

I can use rhetorical questions   
Other writing skills I have used are: 
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Writing skills we have learned so far:  

Skill Example  
Noun phrases  
adjective + noun or 
adjective + adjective 
+ noun 

sticky marmalade 

soft silky fur 

cream bun 

big red bus 

Coordinating 
conjunctions 

and but so 

He didn’t know what to do so he called for help. 

Subordinating 
conjunctions 

because when 

When Paddington was in the bathroom, he made a big mess. 

Question sentences Where did he come from? 

Why has he got a red hat? 

Rhetorical questions Did you know that… 

Have you ever… 

Contracted words I’m can’t don’t 

I’ve  wasn’t couldn’t 
 

Suffixes  ing/ed 

skipping  skipped 

sailing   sailed 

s/es 

plants   animals 

foxes   wishes 

er/est 

larger   largest 

longer   longest 

Non-negotiables (These are the things that you are expected to do – always!) 

 


