
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STANLEY News 
 Date: Sunday 25th January      by Miss R Miller 
 DANGEROUS BEAST LEAVES 

RESISDENTS IN FEAR! 
 

 

doorway and it’s claws must have been at 
least 50cm long.  
 

King Hrothgar is said to be distraught and 
unsure what to do, although there are 
rumours that a visitor has arrived who is 
willing to try to defeat the creature. One 
resident, Bo, described the new arrival as 
“a man of stone,” when discussing his 
courage.  
 

The kind people continue to be threatened 
by Grendel as there are fears that he will 
strike again tonight. But with Beowulf, 
who is the new brave warrior, here King 
Hrothgar is trying to rebuild hope. With 
over thirty men dead already the town 
cannot risk losing any more lives and 
everyone agrees Grendel must be stopped, 
however all their hopes are currently 
pinned on just one man – Beowulf. 
 
 
 

Recently, local residents have been left 
fearing for their lives after the spate of 
attacks by Grendel, a hideous creature, who 
keeps returning to devour the thanes as 
they sleep. 
 
The gigantic beast first began his attacks 
after the local people celebrated in their 
beautiful mead-hall, Heorot, designed and 
built by King Hrothgar.  
 
After two years of hard work by local 
residents the hall was completed and used 
regularly to celebrate, meet and feast. “It was 
such a superb building and King Hrothgar is 
such a kind and generous king – it was 
thanks to him we have it at all,” sobbed one 
local resident. Despite the building being a 
place of pleasure and laughter, earlier this 
week the building became a darker scene.  
 
On Sunday night, as the thanes slept inside, 
Grendel, who is rumoured to be roaming 
nearby, launched his nightly attacks. He 
burst through the main door, mercilessly 
killing thirty men inside. The scene left behind 
was one of horror with many reporting it was 
too awful for some to see. 
 
Although there were no survivors from the 
initial attack, the trail of destruction could be 
seen the following morning. Astrid, who knew 
one of the dead, told us that the beast’s 
marks could be seen around the 
 

A local 
resident’s 
sketch of 
the monster 
who 
continues to 
threaten 
them. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday: English 
LO: To critique Self-Assessment 
Read the newspaper reports  
Identify features in the reports  
Tick if a feature is there, cross if it is not  
Write examples from the text in the table where possible  

Feature Text 1 Text 2 Text 3 

Name of the 
newspaper 

   

Headline    

By-line (who wrote it)    

A subtitle which gives 
more information 
about the report 

   

An introductory 
paragraph containing 
who, what, where, 
when, why 

   

Information about the 
main events presented 
in chronological order 
(Yes or no) 

   

Read pages 24-31 of Beowulf 



 
 
 
 
 

Photographs / images 
with captions 
(Yes or no) 

   

Written in the third 
person and past tense 

   

Direct speech (he said 
“…”) 

   

Reported speech 
(someone told the 
reporters that…) 

   

Formal language    

A conclusion 
paragraph to explain 
what might happen 
next. 

   



Tuesday: English                                                   Direct and Reported Speech 
LO: To shape a sentence Self-Assessment 
What is direct speech?  
What is reported (indirect) speech?  
Read sentences and label  
 Change sentences  

 

 

  
 

Are these examples of direct or reported speech? Write in the box. 
 

1. Hrothgar exclaimed “Beowulf, you are more than welcome to attempt to 
defeat the beast, although I cannot promise that you will return to your 
home if you try!” 

 
 

2. Beowulf told his men that they had to be brave and fight until their death 
to try to defeat Grendel. 

 
 

3. “They shall not beat me,” muttered Grendel, “they are fools if they think 
they can.” 

 
 

4. “I’m terrified of what might happen next, I just don’t think we are safe 
anywhere,” said Astrid. 

 
 

5. Hrothgar asked Thane how many men had been killed and Thane told him 
that there had been thirty men murdered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read pages 32 - 

37 of Beowulf 



Change the sentences from direct to reported speech or reported to 
direct speech. Write the new sentence in the box.  
 

1. Hrothgar screamed “How can we go on when so many of our men have been 
taken from us!” 
 
 
 
 

2. Hrothgar explained that he had once known Beowulf as a child when he had 
visited the Geats. He welcomed him to Heorot and pointed out that to his 
warriors that Beowulf’s had the strength of thirty men. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Beowulf explained that all of the Geats had heard of the plight of Hrothgar’s 
people and the rumours about the vicious Grendel.  
 
 
 
 
 

4. “I am no poet, my lord king, nor a harp player. I am a fighter,” declared 
Beowulf. 
 
 
 
 
 

5. The warriors explained to Beowulf that Grendel did not carry any weapons, 
he did not carry an axe or a sword. Grendel nodded and told them that he 
wanted the battle to be equal. 

 
 
 
 
 

Challenge: Write a paragraph including both direct and reported 
speech. 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday: English                                                         Facts and Opinions    
LO: To shape a sentence Self-Assessment 
What is a fact?  
What is an opinion?  
Why do you think they are both important?  
 Sort facts and opinions  

  
 
 
  
 
 

Using one of the newspaper reports from Monday complete the chart: 
Facts Opinions 
 
 

 
 
 

  

  

 

What facts and opinions have we found in Beowulf so far? 
Facts Opinions 
Hrothgar built a mead-hall for his 
people. 

 
 

  

  

  

  

 

Challenge: Find facts and opinion in newspapers and news reports 
 

Read pages 38 - 

45 

For help on ‘Facts and Opinions’ watch: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/z3wgqhv 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/z3wgqhv


Thursday: English                                                     Active and Passive Voice    
LO: To shape a sentence Self-Assessment 
Identify the subject, verb and object in a sentence  
Identify the active voice in sentences  
Identify the passive voice in sentences  
Write sentences using the active voice  
Write sentences using the passive voice  

  

 

 
  

Identify the subject, verb and object in this sentence: 
 

The warriors barricaded the door of Heorot 
 
 
 
 

Change the sentence so that it uses the passive voice: 
 

The door of Heorot…. 
 

 

Find an example of an active voice sentence and a passive voice 
sentence in this paragraph: 
 

Grendel ripped open the doors of Heorot and stormed inside. He was looking 
forwards to this next meal. On the floor the warriors slept, at least that was 
what Grendel though they were doing. Suddenly, they sprang into life and the 
battle began. 
 

Active sentence: 
 
 
Passive sentence: 
 
 

Read pages 46 - 

56 

   
Active 

Passive 



Complete the table writing sentences using the passive and 
active voices. 

 
 

Active voice Passive Voice 

Grendel ripped open the door of 
Heorot. 

The doors of Heorot were ripped 
open by Grendel. 

Grendel snatched up the nearest man, 
Handscio and ripped him to pieces. 

Handscio was… 

Beowulf grabbed hold of Grendel’s 
arm and locked it in a vice-like grip. 

Grendel’s arm was… 

 Grendel, who was soaked in fear, was 
trapped by Beowulf. 

Beowulf twisted off Grendel’s arm.  

 
The Danish people were saved by 
Beowulf. 

  

  

  

 
Challenge: Write your own paragraph using active voice and passive 
voice sentences. 
 



Friday: English                                      Skills revision from this week 
LO: To shape a sentence Self-Assessment 
Identify the subject, verb and object in a sentence  
Identify the active voice in sentences  
Identify the passive voice in sentences  
Write sentences using the active voice  
Write sentences using the passive voice  

 
 
 
 
Skills we have looked at this week: 

 Using dialogue (speech – reported (indirect) and direct) 
 Identifying fact and opinion 
 Using the active and passive voice in sentences 

 

Find an example of each in this report about Grendel’s second visit: 
 

Last night the beast Grendel returned. Eyewitnesses claim that he launched himself 
through the door as they cowered terrified. The warriors, who had been lying-in-wait 
in the mead-hall, were ready.  
“He reached out and grabbed one of the poor warriors, he didn’t stand a chance,” 
sobbed a local resident. The warrior was declared dead the following day.  
Those who survived the ordeal have told us that the brave, fearless Beowulf saved 
them all. Acting rapidly to rescue the warriors, Beowulf reached out and grabbed 
Grendel’s arm. It is rumoured that Grendel’s arm was twisted off by Beowulf. Bo, 
who was one of the warriors present, told reporters that the noise was deafening as 
his arm was pulled from his body. 
Following these events, the creature has not been spotted since running off, after his 
screams had been heard for miles.  
 
 

Skill Example 

Direct speech  

Reported (indirect) speech  

Facts  

Opinions  

Active voice  

Passive voice  

 

Read pages 57 - 

66 

Watch the second part of the Beowulf story here: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-anglo-saxons-beowulf-
part2/zdrppg8 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-anglo-saxons-beowulf-part2/zdrppg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-anglo-saxons-beowulf-part2/zdrppg8


Friday: English                                      Skills revision from this week 
LO: To shape a sentence Self-Assessment 
Identify the subject, verb and object in a sentence  
Identify the active voice in sentences  
Identify the passive voice in sentences  
Write sentences using the active voice  
Write sentences using the passive voice  

 

Write your own report of the events when Grendel returned.  

(This will help you next week when you are writing your newspaper report). 

Remember it is a past tense newspaper report, not a story. Try to include all of 
skills we have looked at this week. 

 

 

Read pages 57 - 

66 

The Great Beast Returned 
 


