
Who Were The Vikings and Where Did They Come From? 

The Vikings came from countries that we now call Norway, Sweden and 

Denmark. This area is called Scandinavia. These were countries that were 

surrounded by sea and covered in forests. The Vikings lived near the coast 

and were farmers, fishermen and craftsmen. 

The Vikings were ‘Norsemen’. Norsemen means men of the north. 

 

This map shows the different places the Vikings 
travelled to.  

 

 

   

  

   

   

 

 

    

 

   

   

 

 

 

conquered  

 

   

 



 

We have learnt lots of information about the Vikings from graves, burial 

ships, and hoards of buried treasure. Historians also wrote about their 

conquests. Viking myths have also been passed on by storytellers.  

By Lisa Wheatley 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday Guided Reading:  

LO: To retrieve and organise information Self Assessment 

Read the text ‘Who were the Vikings and where did they come from?’  

Retrieve information (facts)  
Organise information  
Write notes  
Use other sources (books / internet) to add to your ideas  

 
You can choose a different way of grouping and organising your ideas if you want to. 
 

Travel Farming 

Fighting Other 

 



Tuesday Guided Reading:  

LO: To retrieve information Self Assessment 

Read the text ‘Who were the Vikings and where did they come from?’  

Retrieve information (facts)  

Read questions  

Answer questions  
 

1. Where did the Vikings come from? 
    ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Name three careers (jobs) the Vikings had: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What does ‘Norsemen’ mean? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Write two reasons why the Vikings raided other lands: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Where did the Vikings choose to settle? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What did a Viking need to raid? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Who ran the farms when the Vikings were away raiding and exploring new lands? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What did young Vikings want? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Write three things Viking smiths made: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  Write three ways we have managed to learn about the Vikings: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 



What can you infer? 
Suggests that / gives the impression that / makes me infer that… 

What can you see? 

Look at the picture, just like we have in class 

write what you can see in the smaller boxes.  

In the larger boxes write what this infers – what 

does what you can see tell you about the 

Vikings. 

 



  
 

What can you infer? 
Suggests that / gives the impression that / makes me infer that… 

What can you see? 

Diary Entry #14 September 30, 844 

Dear Diary, I went on a raid today. We 
raided this peaceful little village off coast of 
Ireland. It way too easy, they had no 
weapons, nothing to protect themselves with 
and they were sitting right on the coast, I 
have to say it was very easy pickings. All 
they had was a shed of tools, and a little 
underground cellar full of jarred goods like 
jelly and pickled eggs.  Whenever we go on 
raids we usually travel by boat, targeting 
villages on the coastline. I guess that's how 
all the Vikings do it nowadays, we used to 
go on foot, until we saw some of those 
English folk sailing around in boats. We 
adopted their methods 
 

Read the Viking Diary, just like we have in class 
write key ideas in the smaller boxes using the 
quotes from the text.  
In the larger boxes write what this infers – what 
do the quotes you have written in the smaller 
boxes tell you about the Vikings. 
 



  
You can use the grid below to help you to write your ideas: 
 

Who were the Vikings and where did they come from? 
Introduction: 
 
 
 
Where did the Vikings come from? 
 
 
 
 
What did they do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did they make money? 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
The Vikings were… 
 
 
 
 
 



 


