
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

STANLEY News 
 Date: Sunday 25th January      by Miss R Miller 
 DANGEROUS BEAST LEAVES 

RESISDENTS IN FEAR! 
 

 

doorway and it’s claws must have been at 
least 50cm long.  
 

King Hrothgar is said to be distraught and 
unsure what to do, although there are 
rumours that a visitor has arrived who is 
willing to try to defeat the creature. One 
resident, Bo, described the new arrival as 
“a man of stone,” when discussing his 
courage.  
 

The kind people continue to be threatened 
by Grendel as there are fears that he will 
strike again tonight. But with Beowulf, 
who is the new brave warrior, here King 
Hrothgar is trying to rebuild hope. With 
over thirty men dead already the town 
cannot risk losing any more lives and 
everyone agrees Grendel must be stopped, 
however all their hopes are currently 
pinned on just one man – Beowulf. 
 
 
 

Recently, local residents have been left 
fearing for their lives after the spate of 
attacks by Grendel, a hideous creature, who 
keeps returning to devour the thanes as 
they sleep. 
 
The gigantic beast first began his attacks 
after the local people celebrated in their 
beautiful mead-hall, Heorot, designed and 
built by King Hrothgar.  
 
After two years of hard work by local 
residents the hall was completed and used 
regularly to celebrate, meet and feast. “It was 
such a superb building and King Hrothgar is 
such a kind and generous king – it was 
thanks to him we have it at all,” sobbed one 
local resident. Despite the building being a 
place of pleasure and laughter, earlier this 
week the building became a darker scene.  
 
On Sunday night, as the thanes slept inside, 
Grendel, who is rumoured to be roaming 
nearby, launched his nightly attacks. He 
burst through the main door, mercilessly 
killing thirty men inside. The scene left behind 
was one of horror with many reporting it was 
too awful for some to see. 
 
Although there were no survivors from the 
initial attack, the trail of destruction could be 
seen the following morning. Astrid, who knew 
one of the dead, told us that the beast’s 
marks could be seen around the 
 

A local 
resident’s 
sketch of 
the monster 
who 
continues to 
threaten 
them. 



This week we will be 
planning and writing a newspaper report about the battle between Beowulf and Grendel. Before we plan 
our report we are going to revise some of the skills we are going to use in our report.  
 
Read the extract from the newspaper report: 
Recently, local residents have 
been left fearing for their lives 
after the spate of attacks by a 
hideous, disfigured creature 
known as Grendel, who keeps 
returning to devour the thanes as 
they sleep. 
 
The gigantic beast first began his 
attacks after the local people 
celebrated in their beautiful mead-
hall. Heorot, which stands tall 
over the rest of the town, was 
designed and built by King 
Hrothgar. One 

resident stated “He is a wolf, a 
true leader.” 
 
After two years of hard work by 
local residents, the hall was 
completed and could be used 
regularly to celebrate, meet and 
feast. “It was such a superb 
building and King Hrothgar is 
such a kind and generous king – 
it was thanks to him we have it at 
all,” sobbed one local resident. 
Despite the building  
being a place of pleasure and 
laughter as loud as a pack of 

hyenas, earlier this week the 
building became a darker scene.  
 
On Sunday night, when thanes 
slept inside, Grendel, who is 
rumoured to be roaming nearby, 
launched his nightly attacks. 
Mercilessly 30 men inside were 
killed when he burst through the 
main door. The scene left behind 
was one of horror with many 
reporting it was too awful for 
some to see.  
 

 
Find an example of each key skill 
Skills Explanation and example Example from the text 
Relative 
clauses 

A clause ‘dropped’ in a sentence to add detail about who, 
which, that, where, when. 
The monster Grendel, who hadn’t been seen for years, 
appeared outside the mead-hall. 

 

Modal 
verbs 

These are verbs that indicate 
likelihood, ability, permission or obligation. can/could, 
may/might, will/would, shall/should and must. 
The warriors could not defeat him. 

 

Adverbial 
phrases 

An adverbial phrase is a group of words that have the same 
impact as an adverb. They modify a verb, adjective, adverb, 
clause or an entire sentence. Adverbials of time (when), place 
(where), manner (how) or reason (why) can be used. 
The local mead-hall was finally complete, after two 
years of hard work by the villagers. 

 

Expanded 
noun 
phrases 

An expanded noun phrase adds more detail to 
the noun by adding one or more adjectives. An adjective is a 
word that describes a noun.  
The large, extravagant mead-hall was used every 
night by the friendly, merry villagers.   

 

Figurative 
Language 

Figurative language is used to create a different meaning or 
intentions beyond the ways in which the word or phrase is 
typically used. 
The mead hall leaned ominously over the villagers - 
personification (using human characteristics) 
Grendel was as furious as a hungry lion. Simile 
(comparing to something else as….as, like a…) 
Grendel was a tiger ripping people limb from limb. 
Metaphor – (something is something else) 

 

LO: To shape a sentence – revising skills Self-Assessment 
Read the extract from the report  
Identify skills in the text  
Choose skills  
Create own sentences linked to story  

Monday 25th 
January 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-383-figurative-language-poster


Your report will be about the attacks by Grendel and Beowulf’s battle with him.  
Write your own sentences for each skill. These sentences might be used in your 
final report and will help you later in the week.  
 

Skills My ideas and sentences 
Relative clauses 
Who, which, that, 
where, when 

 

Modal verbs 
could, would, should, 
might, must 

 

Adverbial phrases 
Time (when) 
Manner (how) 
Reason (why) 
Place (where) 

 

Expanded noun phrases 
Adjectives to describe a 
noun 

 

Figurative Language 
Simile 
Metaphor 
Personification 

 

 
If you are finding this tricky focus on one or two skills and writing effective sentences for those. 
Remember you can magpie ideas from other texts. 

  



 

This week we will be planning and writing a newspaper report about the battle between Beowulf and 
Grendel. Before we plan our report we are going to revise some of the skills we are going to use in our 
report. These skills are ones we have only just learned so we are practising them a little more. 
 
Read the extract from the newspaper report: 
Recently, local residents have 
been left fearing for their lives 
after the spate of attacks by a 
hideous, disfigured creature 
known as Grendel, who keeps 
returning to devour the thanes as 
they sleep. 
 
The gigantic beast first began his 
attacks after the local people 
celebrated in their beautiful mead-
hall. Heorot, which stands tall 
over the rest of the town, was 
designed and built by King 
Hrothgar. One 

resident stated “He is a wolf, a 
true leader.” 
 
After two years of hard work by 
local residents, the hall was 
completed and could be used 
regularly to celebrate, meet and 
feast. “It was such a superb 
building and King Hrothgar is 
such a kind and generous king – 
it was thanks to him we have it at 
all,” sobbed one local resident. 
Despite the building  
being a place of pleasure and 
laughter as loud as a pack of 

hyenas, earlier this week the 
building became a darker scene.  
 
On Sunday night, when thanes 
slept inside, Grendel, who is 
rumoured to be roaming nearby, 
launched his nightly attacks. 
Mercilessly 30 men inside were 
killed when he burst through the 
main door. The scene left behind 
was one of horror with many 
reporting it was too awful for 
some to see.  
 

 
Find an example of each key skill 
Skills Explanation and example Example from the text 
Direct 
speech 

When a person is talking their exact words are written using 
speech marks. 
“When will this misery end?” cried Hrothgar, 
slumping in despair. 

 

Reported 
(indirect 
speech) 

What a person has said, the exact words not be used and 
speech marks are not needed to show which words were 
spoken. 
A bystander heard Hrothgar, who was the king, 
wailing out loud, wondering when the misery would 
end. They saw him slump to the floor. 

 

Active 
voice 

The subject of the sentence, the person performing the action 
is first, then the verb (what they are doing) and finally who or 
what it is being done to. Subject  verb  object 
Beowulf led the men to the mead-hall to prepare for 
the night’s battle. 

 

Passive 
voice 

The object, which is being acted on by the verb is first in the 
sentence, then what is being done and then the subject is at 
the end – who is doing it to them.  Object  verb  subject 
The men were led to the mead hall by Beowulf to 
prepare for the nights battle. 

 

Fact Can be proven and cannot be disputed, they are true. 
Hrothgar was the king who arranged for a mead-hall 
to be built. 

 

Opinion Cannot be proven and are based on someone’s thoughts and 
beliefs. 
Hrothgar was a caring, thoughtful king. 

 

LO: To shape a sentence – revising skills Self-Assessment 
Read the extract from the report  
Identify skills in the text  
Choose skills  
Create own sentences linked to story  

Tuesday 26th  
January 



Your report will be about the attacks by Grendel and Beowulf’s battle with him.  
Write your own sentences for each skill. These sentences might be used in your 
final report and will help you later in the week.  
 

Skills My ideas and sentences 
Direct speech 
“    “ said Hrothgar 

 

Reported speech 
People were told… 

 

Active voice 
Subject verb object 
 

 

Expanded noun phrases 
Object verb subject 

 

Fact 
Can be proven 

 

Opinion 
What someone thinks 
or believes 

 

 
If you are finding this tricky focus on one or two skills and writing effective sentences for those. 
Remember you can magpie ideas from other texts. 



 

  

 
Grendel Attacks 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LO: To plan a newspaper report Self-Assessment 
What features are you going to include?  
Which skills will be used?  
Key events  
Order  
Layout  

Wednesday 27th 
January 

Think carefully about the 
inverted pyramid for planning 

newspaper reports. 
 

What information do you need?  

How will you organise your 
information? 
 
Which skills and features will you 
include? 

Key Features 
Remember your newspaper will need to include: 

- A headline 
- A byline 
- First paragraph with a summary of the story including the 5 W’s (see the triangle 

above) 
- 3rd person 
- Past tense – the events have already happened 
- Write the events in chronological order 
- Include the most important details at the top – the editor might need to cut your 

report off because there isn’t enough room in the paper. 
- Think about your layout too! 

 
Have a look at the poster to help you  
 

Remember to use notes and 
key words - think about how 

you are going to organize your 
ideas. 



  

 

 

 



 

  

 
You can choose either of these planning grids to organise your ideas: 

Remember you report is about Grendel’s attacks and the battle between Beowulf and Grendel. 
 

Planning Grid 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LO: To plan a newspaper report Self-Assessment 
What features are you going to include?  
Which skills will be used?  
Key events  
Order  
Layout  

Wednesday 27th 
January 

1st Paragraph: 
Key information: 5 W’s 

2nd Paragraph: 
Explain the news story in greater detail 
 

3rd Paragraph: 

More facts, information and quotes 

4th Paragraph: 

Background and other Important information 

You might want 
to use more 

paragraphs in the 
middle (the body) 

of your text. 



You might want to 
use more paragraphs 

in the middle (the 
body) of your text. 

 

  

 
You can choose either of these planning grids to organise your ideas: 

Remember you report is about Grendel’s attacks and the battle between Beowulf and Grendel. 
 

Planning Grid 2 
 

1st Paragraph: 
Key information: 5 
W’s 

 

2nd Paragraph: 
Explain the news 
story in greater 
detail 

 

 

3rd Paragraph: 
More facts, 
information and 
quotes 

 

 

4th Paragraph: 
Background and other 
Important information 

 

 

 
You might want to use your own planning grid or layout 
 – make sure all the information is included. 
 
] 

LO: To plan a newspaper report Self-Assessment 
What features are you going to include?  
Which skills will be used?  
Key events  
Order  
Layout  

Wednesday 27th 
January 



Grendel’s 
Attacks 

Think about how you 
will turn your notes 
into full paragraphs 
for your newspaper 
report, consider how 
you wil extend your 

sentences. 
 

Using your notes from yesterday turn your notes into paragraphs using full sentences. We 
are writing out like this first so that we know how much room we will need for the actualy 

report. 
 

Lead: 
 
 
 
 
Body: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other paragraphs 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also consider the layout of your work – where will the picture / headline / main 
report go?  
When you have considered all of these ideas then start your main report 
 

LO: To write a newspaper report Assessment 

Newspaper features  
Clear lead paragraph (5 W’s)  
Use notes  
Choose sentence skills: 

- Fact / opinion 
- Passive / active voice 
- Relative clauses 
- Direct / reported speech 
- Adverbial phrases 
- Expanded noun phrases 
- Modal verbs 

 

Layout  

Thursday 28th 
January 



 
 
 
 
 

You can use this space to sketch out the layout of your newspaper – remember 
it needs headlines and columns. 
 
Here are some ideas to get you started: 
 

   
 
Sketch your layout here: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

LO: To write a newspaper report Assessment 

Newspaper features  
Clear lead paragraph (5 W’s)  
Use notes  
Choose sentence skills: 

- Fact / opinion 
- Passive / active voice 
- Relative clauses 
- Direct / reported speech 
- Adverbial phrases 
- Expanded noun phrases 
- Modal verbs 

 

Layout  

Thursday 28th 
January 

and Friday 29th 
January 

One the next page 
is a blank 
newspaper layout 
you could use for 
your report. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Date:  
  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 


