
Non-Chronological Reports 
This week we will be using our non-chronological report from last week and 
creating a report comparing two animals which were commonly found in Britain 
during the Viking era, 
 
These video clips and web pages will help you to understand what a non-chronological 
report is: 

 https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-non-chronological-report  
(great for adults to understand what we are writing) 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p030bdk0 
 

 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-non-chronological-report
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p030bdk0


 

A Comparative Report 
Our comparative report will compare two different animals which could be found in Britain 
during the Viking Era.  
This report compares the similarities and differences between the two animals.  
 

Compare and contrast – Lions and Tigers 
Two of the very largest animals found in the animal kingdom, these ancient, vicious 
carnivores rule their respective lands yet both also lead very different lives. This report will 
explain the similarities and differences between these wonderful animals.  
 
Habitat 
Both tigers and lions like to live near water, it’s essential that they 
can get a drink whenever they need one! Despite this, tigers vastly 
prefer rainforests and wet grasslands, whereas Lions are much 
more likely to populate dry, barren habitats. Tigers tend to live 
predominantly in the vast jungles of Asia, whereas the majority of 
lions live in the dry heat of central Africa. In fact, tigers are 
extremely sensitive to heat, and try to avoid direct sunlight 
whenever possible. One huge difference between the two is that 
Lions live in prides (packs of lions) and work together to kill their prey. In contrast, tigers 
are extremely solitary animals, far preferring to live and hunt on their own. Tigers hunt 
for their own prey in the jungle, and then eat their catch alone. Therefore, one can say 
that lions are definitely more sociable than tigers. 
 
Physical characteristics 

The physical characteristics also differ between lions and 
tigers. Tigers are longer than lions, more muscular, and 
generally heavier in weight, although lions are taller than 
tigers. Tigers have stronger, tougher legs, and are much 
more active and agile when compared to lions. By 
nature, tigers are considered to be more aggressive and 

highly active. In contrast, male lions are even thought to be lazy in a way, and will not 
do anything unless they really have to! Tigers are the more dominant big cat when lions 
and tigers are compared. Even in several cases where their genes have been mixed, the 
genes of the tiger have proven to be more prominent than the lion’s genes! 
  

 

 

LO: To identify features of a non-chronological report Self-Assessment  
 

 
 
 

Monday 8th 
February 

Start together, 
complete 

independently 

Read text  
Identify and highlight features in the text  
Find facts – complete table   
Identify similarities and differences  



First we are going to find the features of a non-chronological report: 
 

Highlight: 

Title Paragraphs Subheadings Opening 
statement 

Technical 
vocabulary 

Explanation Present tense Summary 

 
 

Now we are going to see what information the report contains: 
 

What am I 
comparing? 

Lion Tiger 

Location: 
Where do you 
find them? 
 
How do they 
live? 

  

Prey: 
How do they 
hunt? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Appearance: 
What do they 
look like? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Characteristics: 
How do they 
move? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Other facts  
 
 
 
 

 

 



Use the notes you made above to complete the similarities and 
differences between the two animals: 

 

Similarities Differences 

  

 

Challenge: 
Do you think the animals share more similarities or more differences? 
Why? 
Explain your answer: 
 



 

Subordinate clauses 
Compare and contrast – Lions and Tigers 

Two of the very largest animals found in the animal kingdom, these ancient, vicious 
carnivores rule their respective lands yet both also lead very different lives. This report will 
explain the similarities and differences between these wonderful animals.  
 
Habitat 
Both tigers and lions like to live near water, it’s essential that they 
can get a drink whenever they need one! Despite this, tigers vastly 
prefer rainforests and wet grasslands, whereas Lions are much 
more likely to populate dry, barren habitats. Tigers tend to live 
predominantly in the vast jungles of Asia, whereas the majority of 
lions live in the dry heat of central Africa. In fact, tigers are 
extremely sensitive to heat, and try to avoid direct sunlight 
whenever possible. One huge difference between the two is that 
Lions live in prides (packs of lions) and work together to kill their prey. In contrast, tigers 
are extremely solitary animals, far preferring to live and hunt on their own. Tigers hunt 
for their own prey in the jungle, and then eat their catch alone. Therefore, one can say 
that lions are definitely more sociable than tigers. 

 

 
 
Which conjunctions can you find? 
 

 

LO: To shape a sentence Self-Assessment  
 

 
 
 

Tuesday 9th 
February 
Complete 
together 

Read text  
Identify conjunctions  
Identify main clause, subordinating clause and conjunction   
Write sentences using a subordinating conjunction  



A clause is a group of words which contains a subject and a verb. 
 
1.Label the subject and the verb in the clauses. 

The tiger avoids the sunlight. 

The lion lives near water. 

 
Most subordinate clauses also contain a subject and verb, but they do 
not make sense by themselves without a main clause. 
 
2. Identify the main clause and the subordinate clause. 

Although there were humans around, the tiger went to the 
forest. 

When there was a strange sound, the lion darted into the 
trees. 

As it was sunny, the tiger remained in the shade of the trees. 

Since they are enemies, lions and tigers avoid one another. 

 
3. Highlight the subordinating conjunctions in the sentences above. 
 
 
We are focusing on using the subordinating clause at the beginning of 
the sentences at the moment. 
 
  



Subordinate clauses 
Use these conjunctions to help you with your task 

 

 
 
1.Label the subject and the verb in the clauses. 

Lions like to hunt in packs. 

Tigers live near water. 

Lions like dry, barren habitats 

2. Identify the main clause and the subordinate clause. 

LO: To shape a sentence Self-Assessment  
 

 
 
 

Tuesday 9th 
February 

Independent 
work 

Read text  
Identify conjunctions  
Identify main clause, subordinating clause and conjunction   
Write sentences using a subordinating conjunction  



Since lions are sociable, they hunt together in packs. 

Although lions and tigers both live near water, tigers prefer 
to live in rainforests. 

When hunting their prey, tigers hunt by themselves. 

 
3. Add your own subordinating clauses and conjunctions in front of 
these main clauses: 

Tigers are aggressive. 

Male lions can be lazy. 

Tigers eat their prey alone. 

 
Challenge: 
Write sentences about your animal using a main clause, a 
subordinating clause and a subordinating conjunction. 
 

 



 

 
Planning a Comparative Non-Chronological Report 

 
We are going to plan our report – you can use the notes you made about the animals last 
week or you might want to use your own notes / research your own animal.  
 
Remember we are comparing animals which lived in Britain in the Viking era. 
 

 
 
There are lots of useful places you might find some information if you want to 
research a different animal: 
 
https://www.kiddle.co/ 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006m9ny/clips 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00574b2 
 
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/ 
 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/ 
 
Information about Brown Bears and Grey Wolves can be found at the end of the English 
work in this pack. 

LO: To plan Self-Assessment  
 

 
 
 

Wednesday 10th 
February 
Complete 
together 

Which animals?  
Notes about features  
Similarities?  
Differences?  

https://www.kiddle.co/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006m9ny/clips
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00574b2
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/


Our plan: 
Section / 
Features 

Think About My notes and ideas 

Title Tell the reader which animals 
you are comparing Brown Bears Wolves 

Introduction 
Tell the reader… 
What you are comparing and 
contrasting 

Brown Bears and Wolves are both creatures which could be found throughout Britain 
during the Viking era.  
 

Main text 
paragraphs 
 
Use a new 
paragraph for 
each feature 
 
Include a 
subheading for 
each new feature. 
 
Consider 
similarities and 
differences 

Habitat 

Forests, grasslands 
 
 
 
 

 

Diet 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Appearance 

Large humped shoulders 
Fur 
 
 
 

Muscular frame 
Fur 
 

Summary 
statement 

End your report with a short 
reminder of the main points, 
were the animals similar or 
different? Why? 

 



 

Section / 
Features 

Think About My notes and ideas 

Title Tell the reader which animals 
you are comparing Animal 1: Animal 2: 

Introduction 
Tell the reader… 
What you are comparing and 
contrasting 

Brown Bears and Wolves are both creatures which could be found throughout Britain 
during the Viking era.  
 

Main text 
paragraphs 
 
Use a new 
paragraph for 
each feature 
 
Include a 
subheading for 
each new feature. 
 
Consider 
similarities and 
differences 

Habitat 

Forests, grasslands 
 
 
 

 

Diet 

 
 
 
 

 

Appearance 

Large humped shoulders 
Fur 
 
 

Muscular frame 
Fur 
 

Summary 
statement 

End your report with a short 
reminder of the main points, 
were the animals similar or 
different? Why? 

 

Challenge:  
Add another paragraph comparing the animals – think carefully about what the sub-heading might be.

LO: To plan Self-Assessment  
 

 
 
 

Wednesday 10th 
February 

Independent 

 If you want to add more to the 
plan we started together and 
compare Brown Bears and 

Wolves you can 

Which animals?  
Notes about features  
Similarities?  
Differences?  



 

We are going to write our own comparative non-chronological report 
today.  
 

Tomorrow we will be editing and improving our report, making sure it has all of 
the sentence skills we have learned. 
 

Brown Bears and Grey Wolves 

Brown bears and grey wolves were two 
of the animals which used to be common 
in Britain during the Viking Era. 
Although these two animals share some 
similarities, they are also unique in their 
own ways. 

 

Habitat: 
Both of these creatures share several 
similarities, one of these being their 
ability to adapt to a wide range of 
climates. Just as brown bears can live in 
forests and drier lands, wolves too have 
learned to adapt to both of these 
climates.  
How they live: 
Even though both animals can adapt to live in a range of situations, brown 
bears need to hibernate each winter while grey wolves do not have the same 
need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LO: To write a comparative non-chronological report Self-Assessment  
 

 
 
 

Thursday 11th   
February 
Complete 
together 

Use plan  
Organise report  
Group ideas  
Similarities? Differences?  
Sentence skills? Conjunctions?  



 

You can add more information the report we started together or you 
can create your own report.  
You can choose your out layout if you want to. 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

LO: To write a comparative non-chronological report Self-Assessment  
 

 
 
 

Thursday 11th   
February 

Independent 

Use plan  
Organise report  
Group ideas  
Similarities? Differences?  
Sentence skills? Conjunctions?  



 



 

Today we are going to edit and 
improve our report. 

Remember: 

1. Proof-read your writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Edit and improve. 
Have you included some of these sentence skills? 

Expanded noun 
phrases 

Adding adjectives to describe a noun 
The graceful, reserved brown bear… 

Subordinate 
clauses 

See Tuesday’s work 

Relative clauses 

See word mat on next page 
 

Adverbial phrases 
Passive voice 
Modal verbs 
Conjunctions 

 

 

LO: To edit  
To shape a sentence 

Self-Assessment  
 

 
 
 

Friday 12th   
February 
Together 

Use plan  
Use key features – see below  
Write in full sentences  
Use appropriate layout  
Include a range of sentence skills  





Together: 

Brown Bears and Grey Wolves 

Brown bears and grey wolves were two 
of the animals which used to be common 
in Britain during the Viking Era. 
Although these two animals share some 
similarities, they are also unique in their 
own ways. 

 

Habitat: 
Both of these creatures share several 
similarities, one of these being their 
ability to adapt to a wide range of 
climates. Just as brown bears can live in 
forests and drier lands, wolves too have 
learned to adapt to both of these 
climates.  
How they live: 
Even though both animals can adapt to live in a range of situations, brown 
bears need to hibernate each winter while grey wolves do not have the same 
need. 
 

 

How could we improve this paragraph? 

Use a subordinate clause: 
Bears are found all over the world. 
Although some species are under threat of extinction, Bears can be 
found all over the world. 
Include an expanded noun phrase: 
Just as brown bears can live in forests and drier lands, 
Just as brown bears can live in dense, secluded forests and drier 
lands, 
Include an adverbial phrase: 
Adding more information: 
These animals often choose to live in secluded habitats, avoiding humans and 
other creatures. (Adverbial – reason) 



 

 

Proof read your own report.  

Remember: 

1. Proof-read your writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Edit and improve. 
Have you included some of these sentence skills? 
Edit your writing – you could cross out your changes, write them 
in a different colour or type a new paragraph.  
Use the sentence skills to add more detail. 

Expanded noun 
phrases 

Adding adjectives to describe a noun 
The graceful, reserved brown bear… 

Subordinate 
clauses 

See Tuesday’s work 

Relative clauses 

See word mat on next page 
 

Adverbial phrases 
Passive voice 
Modal verbs 
Conjunctions 

 

Challenge: Can you include at least 5 of the sentence skills? 
 

 

LO: To edit  
To shape a sentence 

Self-Assessment  
 

 
 
 

Friday 12th   
February 

Independently 

Use plan  
Use key features – see below  
Write in full sentences  
Use appropriate layout  
Include a range of sentence skills  



BROWN BEAR 
While the black bear is found only throughout North and Central America, the brown 
bear family is spread all over the world.  They live in dense forests in mountains, valleys 
and meadows and can be found in Canada, in central regions of the U.S.  And 
throughout Europe and Asia. 

Brown bears can be recognized by their most distinctive feature, their shoulder 
hump.  Super strong shoulder muscles help this bear to dig up roots and tear apart logs 
to find food.  These muscles are located in the ‘hump’ of the brown bear.  Brown bears 
can move rocks and logs and dig through hard soil and rocky ground using their long 
sharp claws, when making their dens. 

The brown bear’s diet is quite similar to all other bears.  They eat grass, fruit, insects, 
roots and bulbs of plants along with carrion and, when hungry enough, they will hunt 
small animals.  Brown bears that live near the coast feed on fish, particularly 
salmon.  These bears will grow much larger than others because of their protein rich 
diet. 

The entrance of a Brown Bear's den is a tunnel that goes down to a small 
‘bedroom’.  The female bear will hibernate all winter long, not even waking up to give 
birth! The baby cubs will find their way to their mother’s chest and nurse and sleep until 
the mother bear wakes up. By the time she does wake up her teeny little cubs are much 
larger and quite playful! The den will probably be used only once. 

A Brown Bear cub’s life is dangerous.  There are many animals that don’t mind eating 
bear cubs and male adult bears are one of them! 

The Brown Bear, like it’s relative, the Black Bear, has many sub-species:  

 Alaskan 
 Asiatic 
 European 
 Grizzly bear (North America) 
 Himalayan snow bear  
 Kodiak bear (Alaska) 
 Hokkaido brown bear (Japan) 
 Siberian bear (Russia) 
 Red bear (India and the Himalayas) 

(Source: https://www.kidzone.ws/lw/bears/facts-brownbear.htm) 

 

javascript:OpenDefn('terms-carrion.htm');
https://www.kidzone.ws/lw/bears/facts-brownbear.htm


Grey Wolf 
 
Wolves live in groups called packs. A pack is a family of seven to eight wolves with a 
mom, dad, and offspring. The wolves' communication skills are very important to the 
pack's survival. 

Wolves work together to hunt, raise their young, and protect their territory. Wolves 
communicate with more than howls. They whimper and whine, growl and bark, yelp and 
snarl. They also use scents produced by their bodies to communicate. A wolf’s sense 
of smell is 100 times stronger than a human’s. One source of scent is urine, which they use 
to mark territory and to tell other wolves in their own pack where they are. Another way 
wolves communicate is through body language. If a wolf feels confident, it will approach 
another wolf with its head and tail held high and ears perked up. If you saw a wolf slinking 
toward another with its body lowered, its tail between its legs, and its ears flattened, you'd 
know it was approaching a dominant animal. 

When a pack of wolves does howl, it can be heard from ten miles away. The howl is used 
as a way to call to another pack or warn of danger. Each pack has a unique howl, and 
while they don’t howl at the moon, wolves howl more when the moon is full and bright. 

When a wolf wants to play, it prances about happily and bows—lowering the front of its 
body while its rump stays up in the air with its tail wagging. When its angry, a wolf may 
furrow its forehead, show its fangs, or growl. A wolf's body language may remind you of 
another animal: a pet dog. Wolves and dogs are closely related, and the ways they 
communicate are similar. 

Young wolves stay in their parents' pack for at least two years before some of them take off 
to join other packs or to start their own. They may stay close to their parents or go far 
away. Wolf pups play a lot as they're growing. They leap and pounce, chase and wrestle, 
play hide-and-seek and tag—a lot like you do! 

A new wolf couple will produce one litter of pups every year. Just like a human older 
brother or sister looks after its younger sibling, the older wolf offspring care for their 
younger brothers and sisters by finding them food. 

In some areas, grey wolfs are classified as endangered, but in most places, they are seen to 
have healthy population numbers. 

 
 
 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/videos/amazing-animals/#gray_wolf.mp4%3Cp%3E
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/wacky-weekend/nifty-noses
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/living-with-wolves

